Native Seed Exchange
A Native Seed Exchange is forming for interested people who enjoy growing native plants from seed. The purpose of the Native Seed Exchange is to encourage education about the culture of native plants and to conserve native plants in the wild and in the garden.

Here's how it will work - Once we get an email from you, in the not too distant future, you will receive a form. Since you want to list seeds you have saved,  you fill it out and send it back. There will be several columns for details including, the plant name, common name, general habitat, information about where the plant came from, plus your contact information. After you submit your seed information, it will be merged to the main list for other members to select. 

The first main listing of seeds will be published at the end of August to catch the early ripening seed. Later, in the fall, the list will be updated again, most likely around the end of October. At the end of August, you will receive the up to date list as an attached file. If this presents a problem to you or you know of a person who does not use computers that would like to be involved, let us know and we will make arrangements for a hardcopy to be sent via mail. 

A person who wishes to get a seed sample from you will send their request to you directly along with a preset amount to cover shipping.  Generally this amount will be $2.00 for seeds and $4.00 for vegetative material. This basic model is used successfully by the Seed Savers Exchange (seedsavers.org), an organization that is having great success with the conservation and perpetuation of a daunting array of heirloom crops, so we are pretty sure it can work for us, too.

When you request a sample, you will be able to take into account whether the seed is right for your purposes. For example, a garden grown species would be fine in other gardens, but would not usually be used for a restoration project. The next listing down could be a better choice for a revegetation project since it was lawfully gathered from a nearby canyon. 

In 2007 we will have a small membership fee to belong to the Native Seed Exchange. This first year has no dues since we are just starting up. Your listing participation will make you a member for 2006. Of course you can send a donation  sooner since we do have start up expenses to apply for our non profit status and to create and maintain a web site. Because we are applying to be a non profit, we can act like one and your donations are deductible. Send a note back to

Kathl@scn.org  to receive the form to list seed samples that you would like to offer, or if you would like further information.

thanks & regards,

Kathleen Winters

