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Poison -Hemlock
Poison -hemlock,

— below, is a tall biennial
weed in the carrot family nohg§g

related to our native hemlock tree. This is a very
common toxic plant, made famous for killing Socrates

in 399 BC. This year, a Tacoma woman died from
eating the leaves. Recently, a man in Bellingham
became seriously ill after eating the root, so this is
definitely a plant to be cautious of. Poison -hemlock
shows up everywhere - from parks to farms to

roadsides. It thrives in moist soil but is resilient
enough to grow just

about anywhere. Easy
to identify
to 10 feet tall, it has

a stout central green
stem with red
spots and small
clusters of white

-purple

Continued on Page 3.
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Save the Date!

9 June19 ™ i Fall City Days! Visit PRKCoJs
get help filling out Grant Applications, buy
native plants and meet with King County Noxious
Weed Experts.

9 June 24, 5:30
Bridge Replacement Meeting.
Elementary, 26205 SE Issaquah

-7:30pm, Patterson Creek
Endeavor
-Fall City Rd.

I July 10, 10 -noon, FREE Kid  -Friendly Horse
Farm educational program, Maple Valley.
1 1/4 acre horse property has two horses, a pony
PLUS 3 young children: Kids learn about
composting, manure management, horse safety,
and environmentally friendly horse -keeping

This

practices.

Need $$$$? Grant Requests (free money
for conservation projects) available up to $5,000
per project, first come, first served!

August, ORGANIZER needed for Raging

River Clean -up Party. Organize a community
storm debris clean -up party. Work with King
County Staff and Teams. Time: 4 hrs. +
event.

Do you know anyone in KERRISTON?
This community is off of WA 18, and also in the

Raging River Basin. The Core Team would
like to learn if landowners are interested in the
Program.
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Volunteer Spotlight: Sandy Prescott

Japanese Knotweed Eradication Volunteer, Fall City
Contact: sandyp@nwlink.com
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When my husbanddés parents init
property in Fall City, my mother -in-law gestured at a

nearby stand of Japanese knotweed. She announced with

awe: filt grew 3 feet over night!
were all amazed by the extraordinary vigor of this plant.

Ironically, during our courting days, my husband, Brad ,
brought me a bouquet containing blooming knotweed.
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That feathery sheaf of blossoms was romantic back then. Sandy and Brad Prescott

NOT now!

We have a | arge 6supplyd of knotweed as we | ive al on
weed spread over the past 20 years! As | learned about how that happens, via waterways, | realized

that our knotweed is yours, and vice versa Titds really a community i ssue

Last Sept emb eAllyson BdRielC 6 sook a group of us on a Raging River educational

wal kabout. We |liked how the organization supported |
propertes. So this summer, | volunteered -to per sbednkeodghbau
removal equipment. Those who have taken the King County course can come by, check out the
equipment, and try it out. We all appreciate your efforts to eradicate this noxious weed!

Thank you for your dedication and community involvement, Sandy .
S a n d yrétised from work in education, consulting, and health care research.

WESTERN TOADSH By Stacey Gianas
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Have any of you Snoqualmie Valley G = z

residents seen any  Western Toads

this year, or in the past? These native

toads have become scarce, and biologists are
looking for remnant populations, particularly on the Lower
Snoqualmie River. Please help us keep keep track of these
wonderful creatures!  Western Toads are 2.5 to 5 inches long,
dusky gray or greenish. Adults have a white stripe down the

middle of the back; young toads may not. It is hypothesized that population declines stem from cars/

Western Toad

Photo by Roddy Scheer

traffic. Disease may also be a factor given declines in semi -wilderness areas.
During spring and early summer, western toads are active and vocal during the

daylight. Juveniles disperse from ponds at all hours. Many sub -adults can be seen
in mud puddles in dirt roads. Activity during daylight hours is significant. Please

report sightings to your local wildlife authorities. Thank you.




