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ñHOW  K ING  COUNTY  CONTROLLED   
RAGING  RIVER : A FTER  I T W AS  TAMEDò 

 

Located in the eastern part of King County, Wash., and 

tributary to the Snoqualmie River, Raging River has 

been one of the greatest sources of worry for county 

officials for the past 25 years.  This stream, receiving the 

drainage of a watershed 35 sq. miles in area, rises in the 

territory above Preston.  At times this watershed has 

considerable snow fall, which, melting with the warm 

winds and rain, causes a very flashy and quick runoff 

down the river.  
 

The upper gradient of the river is very steep, with a 

velocity of approximately 12 ft. per sec., causing this 

stream in its upper reaches to become a raging torrent 

during times of heavy runoff.  Emerging from the 

mountainous section approximately 1 ½  miles southerly 

from the town of Fall City, it takes a winding course over 

a wide stretch of delta.  It formerly went through what is 

now the town of Fall City, but its course was altered 

years ago in some respects, due to the development of 

the city itself.  

NEXT : G RAVEL  DELTA  
 

 

 

 

 

 
Continued on Page 3  

Save the Date!  
 

  

¶ July 20, 7 -8:30pm : Skykomish Town Hall, 119 

4th Street N. 98828. FREE: Workshop: How Can 
I Get Rid of the Knotweed?  Skykomish WA .  

¶ July 21, 7 -9pm, Preston Community Center: 

Snoqualmie Watershed Forum Meeting  

¶ July 21, 6 -9pm : Carbon Markets for Small 

Woodland Owners hosted by NW Neutral  

¶ July 30, Sat , Tahoma Junior High School, 

Ravensdale: ñForests on the Edgeò 

¶ July 31, Sun., 8am ð4:30pm , Tahoma Junior 

High School, Ravensdale: Western WA Family 
Forest Owners Field Day  

Click HERE for more Events   
 

CLASSIFIEDS  

Ý Need $$$$? SiA  Grant Requests (free 
money for conservation projects) available 

up to $5,000 per project. Email 
info@prkc.org  to get help applying.  

Ý August, ORGANIZER needed for Raging 
River Clean - up Party. Organize a 
community storm debris clean -up party. 

Work with King County Staff and SiA  
Teams. Time: 4 hrs. + event.  

Ý Do you know anyone in KERRISTON?  
This community is off of WA 18, and also in 
the Raging River Basin. The SiA  Core Team 
would like to learn if landowners are 
interested in the SiA  Program.  

Ý Love Natural Arts & Craft s?  Would you 
like to take a class, or teach a class?  

Contact Fall City Arts and Sharlet Driggs 
with your questions & ideas for future 
planning at sharletrd@aol.com .  

Dr. Ruth Pickering, Fall City Historical Society  
http://www.fallcity.org/historical.html  

fallcityhistorical@juno.com       206 - 999 - 2022  

http://www.prkc.org/calendar.htm
mailto:info@prkc.org?subject=SiA%20Grant%20Request
mailto:sharletrd@aol.com?subject=Natural%20Arts%20and%20Crafts
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Kristi Mcclelland,  
Author  

ñFolks always come home 

to Preston,ò says long-time  

Preston resident Randal Nelson . ñMe, I never left.ò 
 

Randall moved to Preston at the age of two. He fondly recalls 

swimming in the Raging River and making dams to create 

swimming holes every summer. The Preston kids would prowl the 

forested foothills surrounding Preston, climbing trees or catching 

steelhead and trout in the flume as it flowed toward the shingle bolt 

pond at Preston Mill. When winter arrived, it brought with it a foot or two of snow; sledding down Teeterôs Buff and 

skating on the nearby shallow pond beckoned.  
 

ñPreston Elementary was a great school ï two rooms downstairs and two upstairs.ò Randal also looked forward to the 

basket socials and Halloween and Christmas parties at the 1930ôs era WPA constructed Community Center.  When he 

completed school, it just seemed natural for Randal to begin his career at Preston Mill where he worked for 20 years.  

He walked home every lunch hour to dine with his wife and children.  
 

When asked what makes him most proud of Preston today Randal says without hesitation, ñWhy itôs that Preston still is 

Preston! Iôm thankful every day that Preston remains as the town of my childhood. The community really came together 

to cre ate a vision, and worked hard together to assure Preston retained all that was great!ò 

Viva Preston!Viva Preston!Viva Preston!    

The Preston of Today 

is the Preston of Yesterday  
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KNOTWEED INJECTION:  
 

Itôs prime season. 
 

If you are in the Raging River or Patterson Creek basins and a workshop 

graduate, contact me for a locally -housed injector and herbicide thanks to 

Stewardship -in -Action [ SiA ] .  

If you wish to take a knotweed class and didnôt, I may be able to pair you 

with someone who has the training.  

Sandy Prescott , SiA  Volunteer  425 -222 -5206   sandyp@nwlnik.com  

The Mountains to Sound Greenway Trust is beginning a  

multi - year campaign to control invasive knotweed along the 

Raging River. Invasive knotweed damages the environment by 

destroying fish habitat, eroding riverbanks and clogging 

waterways. It also has serious ramifications for property owners 

as it can overwhelm yards and damage structures such as 

foundations and septic systems. Public support and participation 

is critical to the success of this project. The Greenway Trust is 

asking that landowners along the Raging River join them in their 

campaign to eradicate knotweed. Free technical information and 

assistance is available to any landowner along the Raging with 

knotweed. For more information contact Jennifer McKeown at 

206.373.1601 or Jennifer.mckeown@mtsgreenway.org  

Snoqualmie Watershed Forum 

Tour , Wed, July 21 from 7 -9 

pm , Preston Community Center.  
 

Å A tour features habitat 

restoration, and landowner 

stewardship projects in the 

Fall City area.  

¶ Overview on how harvest of 

Snohomish basin Chinook 

stocks is managed, 

monitored, and how hatchery 

management relates to 

habitat restoration.  

mailto:sandyp@nwlnik.com?subject=Knotweed%20Injector%20Checkout
mailto:Jennifer.mckeown@mtsgreenway.org?subject=Raging%20River%20Knotweed
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GRAVEL 

DELTA:  
 

An immense 

quantity of 

gravel had 

been brought 

down stream 

by the high 

velocity of its 

water, causing 

a gravel delta 

to form in the 

lower reaches, 

in some cases 

as great as 10 

ft.  The people 

of Fall City 

have been 

apprehensive 

that the river 

would tend to 

seek its former 

channel and 

cause an immense amount of damage by 

flooding the town.  For the past 20 years, 

residents of Fall City have continued to petition 

the Board of County Commissioners to undertake corrective measures 

on this stream to prevent a catastrophe, which would result from the 

flooding of the town.  Their efforts were unsuccessful until the election 

of Mr. Tom Smith as Commissioner, who made this one of the important 

planks in his platform.  Accordingly late in the Fall of 1937, 

Commissioner Smith instructed the County Engineer to take steps to 

correct the situation.ò 
 

Summary of project:  After approval of plans for the deepening, 

widening, and straightening of the lower 1 ½ miles of the stream, actual 

channel construction was begun on July 1, 1938 and continued through 

the end of that year, then resumed in March 1939.  The channel was first rough -graded by dredging, 

then the banks were trimmed and the dikes leveled.  The approximate total amount of gravel taken 

from the river bed in the course of these channel operations was 125,000 cu. yds.   Starting in March 

1939, the placing of rock rip rap on the banks was begun at the upstream end of the channel, and 

carried forward down stream as the dredging proceeded.  The rock was obtained from the Fall City 

Quarry under a royalty agreement with the owners, and was produced in conjunction with the WPA 

operations on the Snoqualmie River.  29,000 cu. yds. of heavy rock were used in the project.  

Thank you to Author: Harry H. Sisler, Road Engineer, King County, WA  

 

HISTORY  ð BUILDING  THE  RAGING  RIVER  D IKE , continued  

2004  

1936  

 Thank you! 

Johann Sasynuik obtained article from the  

University of WA Suzallo Library.  

Aero-Metrics, Seattle, furnished the photos. 

FLOODING  IN  2010, P HOTO  BY KING  COUNTY  


