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MISSION STATEMENT:

To preserve the equestrian  lifestyle in Rural East King County, and promote family friendly equestrian use of our parks by maintaining trails, protecting ecosystems and the key infrastructures that support them through appropriate land use regulations.

VISION STATEMENT:
East King County will remain a hub and a magnet for private and commercial equestrian recreational activities, mutually compatible with our public parks and other natural areas.
ASSERTIONS:
· Equestrian activities are central to both historic and modern rural lifestyles in East King County.

· East King County is geographically placed as the “Big Back Yard” to many urban nature lovers for which travel to further outreaches of the County might not be viable for participating in equestrian activities.

· Equestrian activities are compatible with, and promote, healthy ecosystems by allowing people to participate in low impact recreational use of parks and local natural areas.  They foster a love of nature in a family friendly activity.
· Equestrians in Washington have a history of active participation in preserving natural areas, trail building and maintenance, and working to preserve and expand connectivity of ecosystems and the trails through them. 
· The Raging River Riders built, and for over 20 years have maintained the Fall City Arena in partnership with King County Parks.

· Trails, connectivity, and access to public and private riding arenas in East King County, particularly the Snoqualmie Valley, have attracted many numbers and types of equestrians residents.  These residents contribute to the preservation of a rural lifestyle in their areas by preventing urban sprawl with large naturally maintained land uses. 

· Equestrians contribute significantly to the local economy both through commercial equestrian businesses and private consumer spending.
KEY ELEMENTS TO MAINTAIN A VIABLE EQUESTRIAN COMMUNITY:

1. HORSE KEEPING:  Land use regulations which permit horse ownership on acreage, with sensible protections for rivers, streams and neighboring uses.
2. HORSE RIDING:
· Trails through natural areas remain open to horses.

· Trails connect where development occurs.

· Trails have soft surfaces or a soft shoulder for safe riding and are buffered from motorized traffic.  

· Trailheads are accessible from horse-trailer parking areas.

· Riding arenas remain open to the public.  

3. EDUCATIONAL/COMMERCIAL AND THERAPUTIC RIDING:
Arenas in particular enable children and adults to learn to ride in a safe environment, and allow participation in family oriented group activities such as Pony Club and 4H.  Public arenas are also important centers for trail access, and provide winter riding opportunities.
EXECUTION:
· Help identify, lobby and support critical ecologically important lands -- with trails and links between them to be put into County or Private Trust inventory.
· Preserve the Fall City Arena as a critical public outdoor resource for the equestrian community, and a parking hub for trail access to Snoqualmie Valley Trails.  
· Secure matching funds from partial or total land donations, private individuals and organizations.
· Coordinate with community members from both equestrian and non equestrian groups to preserve and increase trail connectivity.
· Organize local equestrian groups to achieve these goals.

· Develop an in-depth Vision Statement for the next 10-25 years to propose for King County Council Motion adoption; Follow-up with Implementations Recommendations to County Staff.

· Secure commitment and ensure follow-through from County Government and supporting agencies to deliver on Vision Statements and Implementation Recommendations.

KING COUNTY EQUESTRIAN GROUPS:

	Area/Organization
	Name
	Contact Info

	Sammamish Saddle Club
	Laurie Tarantola
	

	Friends of Fall City Arena
	Amelia Adair
	

	Raging River Riders
	Lee Moderow
	

	SnoValley Riders
	Deborah Marion
	

	Lake Washington Saddle Club
	Suzanne Kagen
	

	Cherry Valley Riders
	
	

	King County Executive Horse Council
	Joan Fleming
Melinda Livingstone
	

	Back Country Horsemen of Washington - Tahoma Chapter
	Joan Burlingame
Mary Kane
	

	High Valley Riders

Sammamish Drill Team
	Michele Petitti
	

	Horses for Clean Water
	Alayne Blickle
	

	Hilltop Hay Burners

4H Club - Sammamish
	Robyn Bachesta
	

	Pony Club - Redmond
	Joanna Fowler
	


