Fall City Subarea Plan: Some Highlights 
At their June 12, 2000 meeting the Metropolitan King County Council adopted the Fall City Subarea Plan (Ordinance # 13875). The complete plan can be found at www.metrokc.gov/ddes/lusd/fallcity.htm. 

Development of the Fall City Subarea Plan (the Plan; see Page 18). The plan was developed with extensive input from the community. An eleven-member citizen’s advisory committee (CAC) and four alternate members were appointed by DDES from a pool of twenty-six applicants (see Page C-1). After public meetings were held and comments received the CAC finalized their recommendations for the Plan in March, 1999. The CAC’s and the King County Executive’s recommendations were then presented at two community meetings.
Community Values and Goals (Page 19): Community goals identified by the CAC include:

Retain the compact, small size of the town.

Protect scenic rural view corridors.

Preserve agricultural and forest areas around Fall City.

Limit future growth within and around the town.

Preserve historic settlement patterns and landmarks.

Retain pasture land and open space within the town.

Maintain a steady population level in Fall City.

Continue the historically low-density residential development pattern in and around Fall City. 

Preserve locally owned businesses in a small scale downtown. 

Some Subarea Plan Policies (as adopted by the Metropolitan King County Council):
Land Use

L-1 (Page 25) The Urban Reserve area identified in the Snoqualmie Valley Community Plan should be redesignated to protect rural character and to recognize the logical outer boundary of the rural town.

L-4 (Page 28) Fall City’s existing commercial and industrial land base should be retained. 
Some future expansion of the Community Business Zone is possible if alternative wastewater treatment systems or public sewers become available.

Historic Preservation
H-1 (Page 31) King County should work with the community to preserve the historic character of Fall City, including working with individual property owners who are interested in attaining landmark status for significant buildings within the Rural Town. (Note: participation in this program is voluntary)
Rural Character

R-1 (Page 32) King County should develop a rural character protection program for Fall City and vicinity that may include a rural conservation district and address such issues as: rural landscape, signs, vistas, historic landmarks, design standards (building and infrastructure), preservation of the existing character of the Preston-Fall City road and the state routes serving Fall City and land use controls to help achieve and maintain the communities goals and values.
Parks, Trails and Open Space

PTO-1 (Page 33) King County should expand soft surface pedestrian, equestrian and bicycle trail opportunities serving Fall City.
PTO-2 (Page 33) King County should conduct a trail feasibility study for the Preston-Fall City corridor which reviews options and recommends ways to connect Fall City to the Snoqualmie Valley Trail and the Preston-Snoqualmie Trail.

PTO-3 (Page 33) King County should provide more passive use parks in the Fall City area. 
“The King County Parks and Recreation Department will address these issues as part of their ongoing efforts… These potential actions include, but are not limited to: reconveyance of land owned by the Washington State DNR for use as parks, trails and open space; development of existing county owned park land in the Fall City area for parks, open space and trails and conversion of Washington State Trust Lands for county parks and recreational uses. There is a process for requesting reconveyance or conversion of state owned lands for county parks, open space and trail purposes. The Parks and Recreation Department also updates their trail and parks plan periodically and amends their capital improvements program accordingly. New funds would be required to acquire new parcels for use as open space, parks or trails and to develop new parks and trails. Additional study and community input would be necessary to determine the extent and nature of such acquisitions and improvements.”
Currently there is one community park along the South side of the Snoqualmie River and a county park with playfields across the river. 
Circulation
C-2 (Page 35) King County should study measures to control traffic and increase pedestrian safety in Fall City, and should consider the recommendations of the Fall City Community Advisory Group when identifying and prioritizing traffic safety improvement needs in the Fall City area.

C-6 (Page 36) King County should develop a scenic drive program and the Preston-Fall City Road should be considered for designation as a “Scenic Drive”.
Environmental Protection

E-1 (Page 37) King County should play an active role in State Watershed Analysis studies of the Raging River Basin and support forest management prescriptions that will minimize downstream flooding, sedimentation and improve fisheries habitat conditions in the lower reaches of the basin.

E-2 (Page 37) King County should play a more active role in controlling surface water runoff from logging and development activities.
PAGE  
1

